POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY   SITUATION

winter without shoes, overcoat or cape. For reserves,
we have only eight divisions, badly trained, worse
armed and with deficient commanders. They have
practically no automatic arms and you know perfectly
well that we have very little artillery and only forty
aeroplanes. The latter are already worn out and
being of many different models, without any kind of
uniformity, they are in any case difficult to use.
On the other hand, the enemy has concentrated a
great part of his reserves in the region to the South of
Madrid with the idea of starting the decisive battle,
He has thirty-two divisions ready for that, with
abundant automatic arms, great masses of tanks and
artillery, and the support of at least six hundred
aeroplanes. In these circumstances if we wait for the
offensive which is already prepared for the conquest
of Madrid, our front will inevitably be broken in the
first day of battle.

Prime Minister: Certainly the situation is truly critical.
Nevertheless we have 10,000 machine guns, 600
aeroplanes and 500 pieces of artillery waiting in
France. I understand we are going to have some
difficulty in arranging the sending of this material.
But there is nothing to do but to resist, because (I
ought to tell you), every effort to arrange peace has
failed.

Colonel Casado: I  understand that there  are so many
difficulties in the way of getting this war material of
which you speak to Spain, that it will never arrive,
in